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in his hand, told him to give it to his wife to eat.
When Dadopant woke up, he was still holding a
ball of sweetmeats. Convinced that it was a gift of
the god, he took it home. His wife ate it and in
less than a year she bore to her lord a son, the pofet
Mahipati.
Legend has it that from his earliest years Mahi-
pati showed signs of devotion and that seeing his
father strike cymbals in honour of the god Krishna,
the child used to imitate him by striking pebbles to-
gether. When Mahipati was five years old, his
father whose health was failing, could no longer
make his annual pilgrimages to Pandharpur. Mahi-
pati begged to be sent instead and in the care of
some pious kasars or makers of glass bangles, the
little boy went on his first pilgrimage to the holy
city.
Dadopant lived until Mahipati was sixteen, when
he died leaving the office and lands of village ac-
countant to his only son. The village, however,
was part of the jaghir of a Musulman noble and to
him Mahipati was responsible for the collection of
the revenue. One day Mahipati had been, as usual,
to the house of his Musulman master and on his
return devoted himself to worship and prayer. A
messenger came from the noble demanding Mahi-
pati's immediate attendance. Mahipati told the mes-
senger that he would attend on his master, when he
had finished his duties to his god. This did not
satisfy the Musulman, who sent an even more
peremptory message. Mahipati left his prayers and
went to his master's house. At the same time he felt
that he could no longer serve both God and Mam-
mon. Next day he took his pen and laid it before

